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Ashlar House stood on Barrowford Road in the small town of Higham, not far from Malkin 
Tower or Mocking Tower, where the infamous Demdike family lived. The Demdikes were 
known to be a rough and wild bunch, but they would often come to Ashlar House, looking for 
food and old clothes to scrounge. 

The people of Higham were wary of the Demdikes and their strange ways. They accused the 
family of practicing witchcraft and blamed them for any misfortunes that befell the town. The 
Demdikes denied these accusations, but the rumors persisted, and they became outcasts in their 
own community. 

As for Ashlar House, it was a grand old building, dating back to 1594. It was a grade II listed 
structure, with a rich history and many tales to tell. The house had seen many owners and many 
different uses over the centuries, but it always remained a symbol of strength and endurance. 
Adjacent to the main house was a small cottage of the same name. The cottage was humble, but 
it had a certain charm to it. It was said that the cottage was once the home of the Demdike 
matriarch, but the family had long since moved on. 

Despite the rumors and superstitions surrounding Ashlar House and the Demdikes, life went on 
in Higham. The town prospered, and the people found ways to survive and thrive. But the stories 
of the Demdikes and their alleged witchcraft continued to haunt the town, and Ashlar House 
remained a symbol of that dark and mysterious past. 


By Donald Jay. 


